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blames the general for his inaction, for allowing events
to take their course at a time when each independent
atom of the new system, municipality, district, or depart-
ment is hurried on in the vortex with a momentum
constantly increased by each new event, by the contagion
of example, by the mischievous and untiring activity of '
the most perverse men of the nation. Lafayette's
friends were fewer than he supposed; and among those
few, although some were men of merit and courage,
there was not one who could supply the practical insight,
the deeply meditated policy, the inspired genius, the
commanding character which the juncture required.
Since he, and he alone, possessed these rare and in-
dispensable qualifications, it was not too much for him
to ask to play the part of Father Joseph to Lafayette's
Richelieu, to be the dictator of the dictator. "Your
great qualities," he added with more modesty and less
sincerity, " need to be animated by my energy, and my
energy requires the support of your great qualities."
Lafayette still turned a deaf ear. Three weeks later
(June 20) Mirabeau proposed that the queen, in the
presence of the king, who must be tutored and trained
beforehand to play his part, should summon the general
to accept the co-operation of " the only statesman in the
country," of the one man pre-eminent in ability, courage,
and strength of character, a man to be won only by
the prospect of great dangers to be encountered for the
attainment of a great object and a great glory. "We,"
she must say, " are resolved to trust Mirabeau with the
confidence of despair, and we feel that we can only secure
his help by placing ourselves unreservedly in his hands."
Mirabeau's unabashed self-laudation and the insulting